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TNGIC Today 
T o  p r o m o t e  e t h i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  

T e n n e s s e e  G e o g r a p h i c  C o m m u n i t y 

It was a privilege to attend my 10th TNGIC Conference this year.  Reflecting 
back on the last 10 years it has been inspiring to see the growth of our organi-
zation.  From the familiar faces we see every year, to new members and the 
youthful energy of student attendees, the conference has been a great oppor-
tunity to learn, network, and stay in touch with GIS in Tennessee. 
While other states were cancelling their conferences this year due to a slow 
economy, the TNGIC membership rose to the occasion with 275 attendees.  
Much praise goes to our conference planning committee for a job well done, 
and especially Rachel Lyles, our committee chair.  Rachel accepted the chal-
ƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
energy and a motivating attitude.  She has graciously agreed to lead the con-
ference committee into 2010 as we move to a new venue in Gatlinburg. 
I would like to congratulate our newly elected board members.  They repre-
sent new blood as well as a few seasoned veterans.  Gayle Moore has been a 
long time active member in TNGIC and has for the last few years chaired our activities committee.  Gayle coor-
dinates GIS activities for TDEC in Nashville.  David Light of Eastman Chemical in Kingsport has done a wonderful 
job organizing GIS users in NE Tennessee and also coordinated an outstanding East Tennessee Regional TNGIC 
Conference last fall.  Jason Duke (US Fish and Wildlife) and Sam Moffat (Fugro EarthData) are two TNGIC past 
presidents that bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to the board as well as being outstanding spokes-
men for our organization.   All of these new board members have one common trait; they work hard and con-
tribute to the organization.  They are welcome additions to an already solid board. 
Thanks goes to David Tirpak, our treasurer and Susan Finger, our secretary, for signing on for another year of 
service.   Both perform their jobs very well and we are lucky to have them for another year.  Congratulations to 
Rachel Lyles for being elected vice president.   She will take the reigns as president during the 2010 conference.    
I would also like to recognize Suzanne White for her excellent service as president in 2008/2009.  Her many 
accomplishments included the review and update of the TNGIC bylaws, which was courageous and bordered 
on the insane. 
I look forward to the year ahead, which will include the completion of our 2-day training course entitled Experi-
ence GIS in Tennessee.   We hope to present this training to a few select regional locations this fall and open it 
up to many more locations in 2010.  This training course will be an affordable alternative to other training 
classes and feature Tennessee spatial data sets.  Look for an opportunity to attend the pilot course sometime 
this summer. 
It is my honor to lead TNGIC this year.  I encourage you to take advantage of all your membership has to offer.  
Make your membership pay even greater dividends by applying your skills and experience to one of our com-

mittees.  I am sure you will find the experience as rewarding as I have over the last 10 years. 

Letter from TNGIC PresidentñKurt Snider Special points of interest: 
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Swine Flu 
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Conasauga River 

Columbia State GIS Classes 

UT Biosystems Engineering Dept. 

Metadata Training 
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TNGIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPRING 2009 

The 2009 Annual GIS Conference has 
come and gone and we hope that if 
you did NOT attend this year, you will 
consider joining us next year at the 
Gatlinburg Convention Center April 7-
8, 2010.  ̧ ŜǎΧȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΗ  
The conference is moving to a new 
city with new and exciting opportunities for all who attend. 
To summarize the 2009 Conference - - we had 270 regis-
tered attendees, including 39 students.  TNGIC is proud to 
offer student scholarships to currently enrolled students 
who volunteer to help at the conference.  We awarded 22 
student scholarships which paid for their conference regis-
tration, food and social events. 

We were honored to have 3 platinum sponsors for 2009:  ESRI, R J 
Young, and True North Geographic Technologies.  Each of these com-
panies continually supports our organization and we hope that you 
will give them a phone call or email if you are in need of GIS products 
and services.  They certainly deserve our patronage.  We also had 6 
gold sponsors at the Conference:  Civic Engineering & Information 
Technologies, GEO-Jobe GIS Consulting, Keck & Wood, The Atlantic 

Group, URS Corporation and Woolpert.  Some of these companies are new to TNGIC 
this year and I hope that you stopped by their booth to not only welcome them to the 
TNGIC user-group, but to find out about their company and the services they provide.  
We would also like to thank ALL of our exhibitors.  

Without the support of 
these companies, we 
would not be able to 
hold a conference of 
this size in Tennessee.    
                          Continued on next page 
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TNGIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPRING 2009 

We were also able to provide a range of GIS workshops, training 
classes and social activities as pre- and post-conference events.  
With the support and donation of time and services by a few indi-
viduals, we were able to offer extremely discounted training classes 
and workshops to the attendees.  We would like to thank Randy 
Hale of North River Geographic, Andy Carroll of UT-Chattanooga, 

David Ladd of USGS, Barbara Seiv-
ers of Rutherford County, and Bryan Blackburn of Mid 
South Mapping for their time, effort, support and ser-
vice to TNGIC.  Also, if you were lucky enough to par-
ticipate in the geocache event that took place on Mon-
day the 30th, then you were able to work with some of 
the best GPS technologists in the business.  We would 
like to thank GEO-Jobe GIS Consulting for not only or-

ganizing the geocache event, but also for providing GPS units and prizes. 
Finally, we would like to thank all of the presenters who spent time preparing a technical 
presentation to deliver to the attendees.  We had a variety of presentation tracks/topics 
and we hope that you learned something new and interesting to take back to your office 
and apply to your work.  This is just a highlight of some of the activities from the Confer-
ŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ άǘƘŀƴƪǎέ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ¢bDL/ 
event. 
Sincerely,  

The 2009 Conference Planning Committee         

Meet your 2009 TNGIC Board 

Rachel Lyles, Gayle Moore, Kurt Snider, David Light, David Tirpak, Mike Curtis, Susan Finger, Jason Duke,  

Suzanne White, Brian Blackburn, Bruce Ralston, Jim Butcher, Sam Moffat 
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